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A magnificent struggle followed, a struggle which has remained
engraven in India's mind and heart. Eighteen thousand Muslim pat-
riots had left the country in 1920 as Muhajirins, unable to bear the
torments of subjection. They had a ghastly collision with the mili-
tary ; the Afghan government soon forbade their entry; some
managed to trek across to Soviet territory, to breathe the new air of
socialist freedom. The majority returned, for India's fight for
freedom was to be fought, necessarily, on India's soil.